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NEW OBSERVATIONS ON THE GRAVELS OF THE SEDIMENT CONTAINING A
PALAEOLITHIC INDUSTRY AT CA’ BELVEDERE DI MONTE POGGIOLO AND
ON THOSE OF OTHER LOCAL QUATERNARY DEPOSITS

Alberto ANTONIAZZI, Aldo ANTONIAZZI, Franco BISI, Stefania GREGGI, Piero
MAZZAVILLANI

In order to be able to compare the interior of the gravely sedimentary series with the pebble
industry at the site of Ca’ Belvedere di Monte Poggiolo, and to compare this.with other local
Pleistocene and Holocene gravely deposits, a morphometric and lithological study was made
of the pebbles collected both inside the excavated deposits and outside. The clasts examined
were characterised using the criteria of Zingg and Folk and the indices were calculated according
to Cailleux, Krumbein and Folk; finally the relative statistical analyses were carried out.

As regards the excavation at Ca’ Belvedere, despite a certain overall granulometric variability
in the sediments the stratigraphic sequence shows a homogeneous lithological composition in
the pebbles which are essentially calcareous and siliceous and, to a lesser extent, arenaceous.
In addition there are traces of quartz, jasper, granite etc. Siliceous pebbles with nummulites or
other fossils and red flint are characteristic.

The comparison between the gravels of the various deposits studied enabled the two main
sedimentary phases which are characteristic of the local Quaternary to be distinguished. In
particular the Palaeolithic deposit at Ca’ Belvedere seems to appertain to the oldest sedimentary
cycle which appears to characterise the Lower Pleistocene in the area studied.
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